Emerging Theme: Whilamut Passage

T he theme for the Interstate 5 Willamette River Bridge project focuses on words, phrases and images
that encompass the variety of users past, present and future. ough the bridge iIs the central feature,
the I-5 Willamette River Bridge project incorporates elements of many di erent places. It Is an intersec-
tion In time, acon uence, a crossing.

IS sense of place Is represented
by the river and its natural features
and native animal and plant
communities. It is also represented
signi cantly by the rst peoples,
the Kalapuya, followed by white
explorers, settlers, with the millrace,
earlier commerce and crossings,
other bridges, later arrivals, and
current commerce and movement.

Today, as part of a park area that
Includes about three miles of
frontage along the north bank of
the Willamette River, the Whilamut Natural Area encompasses 237 acres of
publicly-owned open space, linking the neighboring cities of Spring eld and
Eugene, Oregon. e Whilamut Natural Area honors the Kalapuya people
and their language. To the Kalapuya it means, Where the river ripples and
runs fast.

Hence: Whilamut.

Though Its primary impetus Is to convey vehicles over the Willamette River as they travel north or
south, the bridge encouragesa ow of people and goods beside, under and through in a variety of
modes: trains, cars, trucks, wheelchairs, bicyclers, walkers, boaters, and oaters.

Passage \Pas”sage\, n. [F. passage.]

1. e act of passing; transit from one place to another; movement from point to point; a going by,
oVver, across, or through; as, the passage of a man or a carriage; the passage of a ship or a bird; the pas-
sage of light; the passage of uids.

2. Transit by means of conveyance; journey, as by water, carriage, car, or the like; travel; right, liberty,
or means, of passing; conveyance. Source: Webster s Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913)

Hence: Passage.

e emerging, proposed theme, Whilamut Passage, will guide design development,
place-making, and shape a lasting identity.
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