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Creswell Garden Lake Legacy Grows

The City of Creswell was awarded a $50,000
grant to continue the legacy begun by for-

mer Creswell Mayor Ron Petitti, who tragically
passed away in April of this year. The city, with
grant writing assistance from Lane Council of
Governments, pursued the Youth Legacy Grant
funded by the Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department (OPRD) in partnership with Oregon

150. The special one-time allocation is designed
both to celebrate Oregon's sesquicentennial and

to create unique ways for connecting children
and communities with nature.

The City of Creswell s project is inspired by Ron
Petitti s passion for Garden Lake Park. Build-
ing on Rons hard work a number of groups

signed on for the project including; Creswell
Community Action Alliance (C2A2), Coast Fork
Willamette Watershed Council, Nagao/Hansen
Architects, Creswell School District, University
of Oregon, U.S. Marine Reserves, Creswell
Area Historical Society, Ford Family Leader-
ship Group, and many local businesses and
clubs. The multi-partner project is designed to
be youth-focused and interactive through con-
struction of an educational pavilion along with
design and installation of trail signage. The

pavilion concept plan shows the pavilion as ap-

proximately 40 feet in diameter containing six
to eight changeable display panels. Panels will
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Director’s Desk

This agency s Annual Report for the year just
past will be distributed at LCOG s Apprecia-

tion Dinner on January 22. Weeks ago, when

| contemplated writing the traditional introduc-
tion to that Report, | was struck by the sweep-
ing changes that all of us have experienced in a
short period of time. My initial feeling was fairly
dark. National and interational circumstanc-

es in security, environmental and economic
arenas  prompt feelings of anxiety and uncer-
tainty for all of us. There seems no end to the
list of things to worry about.

But then, my writing assignment still before me,
my outlook brightened. That sweeping change
that we are experiencing brings with it opportu-
nities. Beyond shifts in political leadership and
inherent differences of opinion, | believe that
there is in our nation and in our region energy
around the concept of doing things differently

a sense of optimism against the backdrop of
anxiety. Can you feel it?

| am committed to do all I can to see that this
council of governments continues its long tradi-
tion of responsiveness, problem-solving and
positive enterprise. As an organization, LCOG
exists to support local governments in enhanc
ing this region s quality of life and delivering
public services in the most ef cient and effec:
tive manner possible. As we begin a new year,
| am optimistic. There are huge perils that must
be addressed by public policy makers and the
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society at large. And yet, here in our valley we
have learned some important lessons about an
ef cient and effective public sector. We have
demonstrated that cooperation and collaboration
yield dividends for the public interest.

We have demonstrated
that cooperation and
collaboration yield dividends

for the public interest.

From client-sensitive human services to the brick
and mortar world of public infrastructure, from
the coordination of public safety programs to

nancing transportation improvements, from
applying high tech solutions to complex envi-
ronmental and land use questions to the simple
matter of bringing the right people together to

nd common ground, LCOG consistently demon-
strates the value of joint-venture.

On behalf of the staff of this organization, |
extend a sincere wish for you and yours for safe,
healthy and prosperous 2009. Together, we can
work to make that wish a reality.
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Local Agencies to Acquire LIDAR Data

LCOG along with its regional partners (Eugene,
Spring eld, Lane County, and EWEB) is partici-
pating in the Oregon LIDAR Consortium (OLC) to
acquire LIDAR data for the southern Willamette
Valley. LIDAR (light detection and ranging) is a
new tool that can provide very precise, accurate
and high resolution images of the surface of the
earth, vegetation, and the built environment.

Airborne LIDAR uses a laser range nder mount-
ed in a precisely navigated aircraft to scan the
earth s surface at very high rates and collect
very dense clouds of X-Y-Z coordinates. LIDAR
data that de ne the ground, vegetation and
man-made structures are

STAFF PROFILE

The Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral
Industries (DOGAMI) was asked by the Oregon
Legislature to collect high quality LIDAR data
throughout Oregon. LIDAR data and imagery will
help identify geologic hazards, manage forests,
farmlands, sh, streams and res, and help with
urban engineering and planning applications.
The legislature appropriated $1.5 million from
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board s
research funds to DOGAMI as seed money and
directed DOGAMI to  nd funding partners. DO-
GAMI has been quite successful in this regard.

Dan Mullholland
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
MANAGER
Dan Mulholland joined LCOG
in 1985, starting the posi-
tion one day before the RFP
response opening for phone

See LiDAR DATA on page 7

useful for anyone want-

ing to know the shape of
the land surface orof the [
vegetation and buildings on - jE=
the land.

LIDAR example: orthophoto (left) and LIDAR

systems. The selected ven-
dor was managed by Dan

to install 8000 telephones
in local government and
education agency sites in
Benton and Lane counties.
Dan continues to work with
this group to manage and
procure telephone services,
systems, and lines. The origi-
nal systems were replaced
and upgraded several times
to improve system operation

rst return - model (right)

From CRESWELL page 1

illustrate  sh, birds, water, soils, plants, trees,
park ecosystem, and natural and human history
of the park and link to a number of interpreta-
tive signs throughout the park. Park activities
provide for anyone in the community to act as a
steward through plant, animal and water moni-
toring. Each park component will enhance the
nature park experience allowing youth, families,
local and other visitors to fully experience the
natural environment. The goals of the project

and ef ciency. A key accom-
plishment is sharing systems.
In Eugene, for example, staff
can easily and reliably place
or transfer calls between
Lane County, City of Eugene,
LCOG and other agencies and
locations.

See MULLHOLLAND
PROFILE page 4

are to educate as well as to provide outdoor
recreation opportunities in the community for
all ages.

A public visioning workshop is scheduled for
January 24th at 10 AM in the Creswell Com-
munity Center, 99 South First Street. All are
invited. The project is set to be completed by
June 2009 with a dedication ceremony coincid-
ing with Oregon s 150th Birthday.
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From MULLHOLLAND
PROFILE page 3

In addition to telephone sys-
tems, Dan also works with
agencies on ber optic infra-
structure and related data
networking concerns. He
manages the Public Agency
Network, an interagency sys-
tem used to make the most
of publicly owned or con-
trolled ber optic facilities.

Recent projects include es-
tablishing backup methods
for public safety dispatch
centers. In case of a disaster
or system loss, the agencies
can relocate to another site
and continue operations. Dan
has also worked the imple-
mentation of voice mail re-
placement and call handling
systems, and implementing
back up ber facilities for
City of Spring eld and Lane
County.

Dan holds a bachelors de-
gree in Community Service
and Public Affairs from the
University of Oregon, and
a masters in Telecommuni-
cations Management from
Golden Gate University.

Dan can be reached at
(541) 682-4422 or at
dmullholland@lcog.org.

I-5 Willamette River Bridge Moves Forward

Built in 1962, the Interstate 5 Willamette River
Bridge separates Eugene and Spring eld and
provides a critical link for moving freight and
people through the I-5 corridor. A 2002 inspec
tion identi ed shear cracks in the original -5
bridge. The bridge was structurally de cient and
could not be repaired or widened to accommo-
date traf ¢ increases. The Oregon Department
of Transportation determined that a new bridge
was needed to improve safety and keep traf ¢
moving on I-5 through Eugene-Spring eld. ODOT
quickly built a temporary bridge for I-5 traf ¢
until a new span could be funded and built.

ODOT hegan an Environmental Assessment
study for a new Willamette River Bridge in late
2005. The study looked at a range of potential
bridge types, considered possible bridge-related
impacts and recommended strategies to reduce
those impacts. A Finding of No Signi cant Im-
pact was issued in response to the nal study.
According to this nding, a full Environmental
Impact Statement is not needed and design and
construction of the new bridge can proceed. The
cities of Spring eld and Eugene, along with Lane
County, also have approved land use amend-
ments allowing the project to move forward.

A Community Advisory Group (CAG) provided in-
put on the study and is now working with bridge

recreation groups, local artists and architects and
the University of Oregon. The CAG has been in-
strumental in developing project goals, objectives,
and design considerations, and ensuring that com-
munity values are part of the project. The group
makes recommendations to the Project Develop-
ment Team. The PDT is a decision-making group
that includes representatives of Lane County, the
cities of Eugene and Spring eld, the Federal High-
way Administration, ODOT and its bridge design
team, and a member of the CAG.

ODOT hired Eugene-based OBEC Consulting Engi-
neers and T.Y. Lin International to work with the
CAG, PDT, and the broader community to select a
bridge type and design a new bridge. After nearly
two years of discussion and relationship-build-
ing with residents and local government of cials,
ODOT selected a design with arches under the
deck, known asa deck-arch bridge. With its
graceful curves and attractive pro le, this bridge
strikes a balance between a distinctive design
and economic reality.

LCOG is assisting OBEC with public involvement
on the project, including newsletters, public open
houses, design workshops, web site updates, fact
sheets, and news releases among other products.
For more information, contact Megan Banks,
(541) 682-7413 or mbanks@Icog.org.

design
team.
The CAG
includes
represen-
tatives
from local
neighhor-
hoods,
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Rendering of the deck-arch bridge over the Willamette River






