
Criminal Justice System in Lane County, Oregon

Coordinating Council
Public Safety Public Safety 

SEPTEMBER 2006

For more information, please visit
www.lcog.org

D+ 
CRIME AND SAFETY

RESOURCES AND CAPACITY

EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS

JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

F 

C+ 

F 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

REPORT CARD

EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS

JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

CRIME AND SAFETY

RESOURCES AND CAPACITY

GRADE D+  TREND: GETTING BETTER
• Juvenile arrest rate has decreased
• Juvenile arrest rates for drug and property crime are 

higher than Oregon or the U.S.
• More than 70% of juveniles on probation have alco-

hol or other drug problems
• Over 30% of juvenile offenders are using 

methamphetamine    

GRADE F  TREND: GETTING WORSE
• Capacity of the juvenile justice system has 

experienced a steady and constant erosion of 
corrections and treatment options

• 140 beds to hold juvenile offenders accountable 
remain unfunded

• 60% fewer state beds are available for serious Lane 
County juvenile offenders

•  Juvenile offenders who are mentally ill and at a high 
risk to re-offend are remaining in the community

GRADE C+  TREND: GETTING BETTER
• Juvenile re-offense rates are declining
•  In Lane County and Oregon, 68% of juveniles do 

not re-offend after they come into contact with 
the juvenile justice system

• Only a small percent become chronic offenders

GRADE F  TREND: GETTING WORSE
• The ability to hold juveniles accountable is 

inadequate
• The system’s ability to hold juvenile offenders 

in secure custody is fading due to reduction in 
services and unfunded detention and treatment 
beds

• 1,165 juvenile inmates were released early from 
detention due to overcrowding

• Treatment options, including mental health 
services, for juvenile offenders have been 
signifi cantly reduced
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JUVENILE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INDICATORS

CRIME AND SAFETY
GRADE:  D+          TREND: Getting Better

RESOURCES AND CAPACITY
GRADE:  F          TREND: Getting Worse

Drug Abuse Arrests per 10,000 Youth Serious Property Crime Arrests per 10,000 Youth

Built vs. Funded Beds

The juvenile system is improving in the area of 
crime and safety.  Nonetheless, the county crime 
rate remains much higher than the U.S. rate. 

Resources and capacity are 
deteriorating.  The system has 
22% less personnel than 1980-81 
with four times the referrals. With 
reduced state resources, more 
serious youth offenders are now 
an additional responsibility for the 
local juvenile justice system.

2001-2002 2005-2006
Built Beds Funded Beds % Funded Built  Beds Funded Beds % Funded

Lane County Resources

  Detention 96 32 33% 80 16 17%
  Shelter (boys) 19 14 74% 19 7 37%
  Shelter (girls) 7 7 100% 7 0 0%
  Alcohol and Other Drug Residential Treatment 21 14 67% 21 8 38%
  Lane Closed Custody Treatment 0 0 16 16 100%
State Resources Available to Lane County

  State Closed Custody 75 75 100% 75 31 41%

Built vs. Funded Beds
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EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE USE OF RESOURCES

JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

GRADE:  C+          TREND: Getting Better

GRADE:  F          TREND: Getting Worse

Percent of Offenders 
Not Re-offending within 12 Months

Lane County Offenders 
Released Early from Detention

Chronic Offenders 
(3 or More Referrals within 12 Months)

From 1996 to 2003, the percent of juvenile offenders who did not commit new crimes over a 12 month peri-
od increased 6%.  A small group of juvenile offenders become chronic delinquents.  Between 1996 and 2003, 
the percentage of chronic juvenile offenders decreased 45%.  With fewer resources to dedicate to high risk 
youth, the rate is beginning to creep back up.   Chronic offenders commit approximately 70% of all new 
referrals over three years.  A reduction of  just 3.8% of chronic offenders creates an estimated reduction of 
772 juvenile crimes per year.

Between 2000 and 2005, the number of 
Lane County juveniles released early 
from detention increased 42% because:
• The ability to hold juveniles 

accountable is inadequate 
• The system’s ability to hold juvenile 

offenders in secure custody is fading 
due to reduction in services and 
unfunded detention and treatment 
beds

• Treatment options, including mental 
health services, for juvenile offenders 
have been signifi cantly reduced

PAGE 3 - JUVENILE

JUVENILE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM INDICATORS



This Report Card was prepared by the Public Safety 
Coordinating Council (PSCC) to inform the citizens on 
the status of their public safety system.  Local public 
safety coordinating councils are charged by the Oregon 
Legislature with developing county-wide comprehensive 
plans for the safety and justice system, including use of 
local and state resources. The PSCC Public Information Task 
Force, staffed by Lane Council of Governments, prepared 
this Report Card.  The Task Force determined measures and 
collected longitudinal and baseline data for comparison.  
The Report Card will be periodically updated so the 
community can track system progress.

The local criminal justice system in Lane County includes: 
nine law enforcement agencies; four primary public safety 
answering points (9-1-1 and dispatch centers); the county 
jail in Eugene; three small city jails; district attorney; public 
defender; probation and post-prison supervision; State 
Circuit Court and Eugene and Springfi eld municipal courts; 
treatment; juvenile services; juvenile court; shelter; juvenile 
educational and treatment services; and services to help 
offenders transition back into the community.

Lane County has a population of 336,085 people living in a geographic area of 
4,618 square miles — roughly the size of the state of Connecticut.  The county 
stretches from the summit of the 10,000 foot Cascade Mountains, through 
the tree-covered Willamette Valley prairie and wetlands, over the 6,000 foot 
Coast Range to the Pacifi c Ocean.  Lane is an urban/rural county with more 
than half the residents (60%) living in Eugene and Springfi eld, the second 
largest urban area in the state.  Approximately 10% live in small cities and the 
remaining 30% live in unincorporated areas scattered around the county.  A 
total of 1,433 miles of county roads, 918 miles of city roads, and 484 miles of 
state maintained roads wind along rivers, lakes, and the two mountain ranges 
connecting widely separated small cities and the urban core.

Grading System 
for the Report Card

The report card grades were calculated using an unbiased, consistent 
mathematical formula based solely on the data. Each category and the 
indicators included in each category were assigned grades.  Grades were 
determined by comparing Lane County’s trend and its current rate over 
the last seven years of available data to the trend and current rate of 
other geographic areas with comparable data.  

A  Trend and current rate substantially better than comparison 
geographic areas

B Trend and current rate better than comparison geographic areas

C   Trend and current rate roughly equal to comparison geographic areas

D   Trend and current rate worse than comparison geographic areas

F   Trend and current rates substantially worse than comparison 
geographic areas

A plus (+) is added to the grade if the trend and current rate have 
improved over the last three years of available data compared to the last 
seven years.  A minus (-) is added to the grade if the trend and current 
rate have worsened over the last three years of available data compared 
to the last seven years.  Grades of “F” are not eligible for either a plus 
or a minus.  The trend for each category is also noted as Getting Better, 
Getting Worse, or Stable.

For more information on the Report Card, 
please contact Lane Council of Governments

at (541) 682-4283 or visit www.lcog.org.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


