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Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization

From: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 2004 12:27 PM
To: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization

 -----Original Message-----
From: SCHWETZ Tom B  
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 2004 12:21 PM
To: BETTMAN Bonny S; *Springfield Mayor; 'ccward3@comcast.net'; KLOEPPEL George W; TAYLOR Dennis M; VANVACTOR William A; 

KELLY Michael (DOC); DWYER Bill J; GAYDOS Gerry (SMTP); VOLTA Judy; KENT Jamon (LCOG); PIERCY Kitty (SMTP); *Eugene 
Mayor and City Council; *Springfield City Councilors; GREEN Bobby; 'matthews@artifice.com'

Subject: Response to Questions

Kevin - I understand that you have asked the following questions:

- Are there some projects in the MTIP for which funding would be jeopardized if the 
proposal is not approved before the end of the calendar year?

- If so, which pro

TOM SCHWETZ 
(Business Fax).vcf...

ects are those?

My response is as follows:

In the short run, there are no projects in FY05-07 Draft MTIP that require action in 
December.  However, some MPC members that we have heard from feel it is important to 
finalize the FY05-07 Draft MTIP process this year because all the work has been completed,
the hearing was advertised, and all applicable federal requirements for MPC's adoption of 
the document have been met.  

I'd also like to clarify a detail that we've seen discussed in recent e-mails.  There is a
state rule that requires that the MTIP be updated within 6 months of the adoption of a new
Regional Transportation Plan.  As it stands, the action MPC took on December 9th approving
the Air Quality Conformity Determination reconformed the FY04-06 MTIP and effectively 
addressed the state rule.  Thus, the 6-month timeline is a moot issue.  

Finally, I would point out that management of the MTIP in an efficient and timely manner 
is one of the primary functions of the MPO process.  MPC is frequently asked by its 
members to take action to amend or update the MTIP to ensure that it reflects the most 
current information on various projects, thereby meeting federal requirements for the use 
of funds and allowing projects to proceed.  In fact, there are several of the member 
agencies (Eugene, Springfield, LTD, and ODOT) who have projects that need to be in an 
adopted FY05-07 MTIP no later than February. An MTIP adoption on December 30th would 
address the needs of those agencies.  

Tom

Thomas Schwetz
Program Manager
Transportation and Public Infrastructure Finance 
LCOG
99 E. Broadway, Suite 400
Eugene, OR 97401
voice - 541-682-4044
fax - 541-682-6523
tschwetz@lane.cog.or.us
http://www.lcog.org/
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Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization

From: THOMPSON Paul E
Sent: Monday, December 27, 2004 1:09 AM
To: ZAKO Rob (SMTP); Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
Cc: *LCOG TPC TASC; *Eugene Mayor and City Council; 'Springfield City Manager's Office '; *LC 

Board of County Commissioners; 'Lane Transit District Board of Directors '
Subject: RE: Public Meeting Invitation RE: MPO Transportation Planning

Rob -- Please see my initial responses to your comments and inquiries embedded in your 
message below.  As it is a holiday weekend, and I am taking additional vacation time to be
with my children, please understand that I am not in the office most of last week and this
coming week, and I don't have my reference materials with me at home to fully respond at 
this time.  I will be in attendance at the MPC meeting on December 30th.

Paul Thompson
Senior Planner
LCOG

-----Original Message-----
From: Rob Zako
To: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
Cc: *LCOG TPC TASC; Eugene Mayor & City Council; Springfield City Manager's Office; Lane 
County Board of Commissioners; Lane Transit District Board of Directors
Sent: 12/23/2004 12:01 PM
Subject: Re: Public Meeting Invitation RE: MPO Transportation Planning

Dear Members of the Central Lane MPO,

Yesterday (Wednesday 12/22), I received notice of a special MPC meeting
on December 30 for the purposes of adopting the MTIP.

Today (Thursday 12/23), I called the LCOG main telephone number,
682-4283, several times for more information on this update. But all I
got was a recorded message listing LCOG's hours. I called at times when
LCOG should be open, and thus wondered if staff is away for the
holidays. There was no message indicating that LCOG was closed. Then I
called Tom Schwetz, Petra Schuetz and Paul Thompson directly. Paul's
message indicated that LCOG is closed today (Thursday 12/23) and
tomorrow (Friday 12/24). It is frustrating to be invited to a public
meeting and then to have everyone go on vacation.
=============
<<RESPONSE>> The special MPC meeting was called by MPC (in accordance with the MPC bylaws)
during the holiday period when the LCOG offices were previously scheduled to be closed on 
December 23, 24 and 31 for contractual employee holidays.  LCOG did not determine the 
timing of the meeting.
=============

We hope that LCOG will be open during the week of December 27-31 in
order to be available to answer questions about the MTIP update.
=============
<<RESPONSE>> LCOG will be open for normal business hours December 27 through December 30.
=============

In particular, my main questions are these:

* Of the projects listed in the Draft FY 2005-2007 MTIP, which
have already been selected by other jurisdictions, needing only a
"rubber stamp" from MPC? 
=============
<<RESPONSE>> The proposed modifications to the MTIP must be adopted by MPC as the MPO 
Policy Board for those projects newly programmed or modified in the FY05-07 MTIP to move 
forward (this refers to projects not already programmed in the FY04-06 MTIP and for which 
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no further modifications are proposed in the draft FY05-07 MTIP).  The draft FY05-07 MTIP 
project table available on the internet at the MPC web site 
(http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html) shows that modifications to approximately 22 
projects would occur upon adoption of the FY05-07 MTIP by MPC.  Of these 22 projects, 
approximately 4 of the modifications are deletions of an existing project that the 
individual responsible jurisdiction is no longer pursuing.  Of the remaining 18 projects, 
modifications to approximately 6 projects involve only local funds over which MPC has no 
direct control.  Federal regulations require the listing of these locally funded projects 
in the MTIP because the projects will occur on "regionally significant" portions of the 
transportation system.  The remaining 12 projects involve the use of federal and/or state 
funds, but in no case do they involve the use of funds which MPC directly allocates or 
makes project-level funding decisions for.  All 12 projects use funds for which funding 
decisions have already occurred (such as Federal Aviation Administration funding, Federal 
Transit Administration funding, or Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) Construction-
STIP (C-STIP) or Development-STIP (D-STIP) funding decisions).
=============

* Which projects does MPC actually have discretion over funding or
not? 
=============
<<RESPONSE>> (See the previous response for additional information regarding specific 
proposed modifications to individual projects listed in the draft FY05-07 MTIP.)  In 
general, MPC, acting as the MPO Policy Board, has direct funding discretion over the 
programming of Federal Surface Transportation Act Urban (STP-U) funds.  Other MPO Policy 
Board discretion is at the "recommended priority-setting" level, such as when the MPO 
forwards its top priorities for STIP funding to the OTC for consideration by the OTC as it
exercises its discretion to program STIP funds.  Similarly, the Lane Transit District 
(LTD) Board exercises its discretion over the use of certain federal funds and sets 
priorities in determining what applications to submit for other federal funds, final 
discretion over which usually resides at the Federal Transit Administration or the United 
States Congress.  The MPO must then take action so that the MPO's MTIP reflects those 
funding decisions.
=============

* What projects are NOT proposed for funding that could be funding
in lieu of other projects?
=============
<<RESPONSE>> The recently adopted Central Lane 2025 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
lists all projects anticipated through the 2025 planning horizon that may use federal 
funds and/or will occur on regionally significant transportation facilities.  It is 
generally from the long-range RTP that projects are selected for programming in the MTIP. 
All projects listed on the RTP's financially constrained project lists are reasonably 
expected to be funded within the planning horizon.  Of those projects listed in the RTP, 
the MTIP reflects the actual programming of specific funds over the 3-year MTIP horizon.  
All other projects in the RTP have not yet received specific commitments of programmed 
funds.
=============

In brief, what choices does the Central Lane MPO have in this matter? In
plain English, what are the issues, if any, to be considered by the
Central Lane MPO on December 30 and why should the public care?
=============
<<RESPONSE>> The public should remain informed of and involved in all long-range planning 
and project funding/programming decisions for the region's transportation system.  It is 
through this continued involvement that the public may build and maintain an understanding
of both the long-range "big picture" inherent in the planning and other decisions by the 
MPO and other jurisdictions/authorities, and the short-range funding and priority-setting 
decisions.  That said, the proposed adoption of the draft FY05-07 MTIP does not involve 
any primary direct funding decisions by the MPO Policy Board.  While the Policy Board 
theoretically may at any time decline to program any project in the MPO's MTIP, the 
primary funding decisions for the proposed adoption on December 30 have occurred in other 
appropriate decision-making settings and the MPO's action in this case would be in 
fulfillment of the federal requirement to reflect those decisions in the MPO's MTIP.
=============

As I have done so many times before, I quote the Federal Highway
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Administration's guidance on public involvement:

"It has long been a challenge to grab and hold people's interest in a
project or plan, convince them that active involvement is worthwhile,
and provide the means for them to have direct and meaningful impact on
its decisions. The FHWA and FTA published the guide Public Involvement
Techniques for Transportation Decisionmaking in September, 1996 to
provide agencies with access to a wide variety of tools to involve the
public in developing specific plans, programs, or projects through their
public involvement processes. It discusses a wide variety of subjects,
including Civic Advisory Committees, Public Meetings/Hearings,
Negotiation & Mediation, and Improving Meeting Attendance."
<http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/pubinv2.htm>
<http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/pubinv2.htm>
=============
<<RESPONSE>> Note that the draft FY05-07 MTIP has been available for public review since 
November 4, 2004 and the MPO staff has been receiving on the record public comment on the 
draft since that date.  Two open houses on the MTIP were held on November 4 and December 
1.  Multiple other public outreach efforts have occurred over the past two months, 
including direct mailings, newspaper advertisements and presentations to interested 
parties.  The MTIP was on the MPC agenda, and discussed, on November 18, 2004.  Although 
federal regulations do not require holding a public hearing on the adoption of the MTIP, 
one was scheduled for the December 9, 2004 MPC meeting.  Due to a time overrun on another 
agenda item at that meeting, neither the public hearing nor the discussion of the MTIP 
occurred on that date.  As a result, a call has been issued for a special MPC meeting on 
December 30 to address the MTIP.  The Federal Highways Administration has already stated 
that all federal public involvement requirements for adoption of the MTIP have been met.  
Furthermore, MPO staff have determined that all other federal requirements for adoption of
the FY05-07 MTIP have been met.
=============

1000 Friends would like to provide comments on matters on which MPC has
a choice, but not waste our time and yours commenting on matters for
which there is no choice.

Sincerely,
Rob

-- 
Rob Zako
Transportation Advocate
1000 Friends of Oregon
1280-B East 28th Ave., Eugene, OR 97403-1616 (home office)
(541) 343-5201 (home office)
(541) 683-6333 (fax)
rob@friends.org
 
Become an Oregon donor:
http://www.friends.org/support <http://www.friends.org/support> 

  _____  

From: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
<MPO@lane.cog.or.us>
Date: Wed, 22 Dec 2004 16:11:42 -0800
To: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization <MPO@lane.cog.or.us>
Cc: *LCOG TPC TASC <TPCTASC@lane.cog.or.us>
Subject: Public Meeting Invitation RE: MPO Transportation Planning

Central Lane MPO Interested Parties- 

You are receiving this message because you have recently shown interest
in transportation planning issues in the Central Lane Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) area.
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The Metropolitan Policy Committee (MPC)-- the decision-making body for
the Central Lane MPO-- invites the Public to a special meeting to
consider the FY2005-2007 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
(MTIP) and Air Quality Conformity Determination. A public hearing will
be held for the MTIP.  Written testimony will be accepted through
5:00pm, December 28, 2004.  You can review or download an electronic
copy of the draft documents at:

* FY05-07 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
http://www.lcog.org/tip/default.htm
<http://www.lcog.org/tip/default.htm>
<http://www.lcog.org/tip/default.htm>
<http://www.lcog.org/tip/default.htm> 

* Air Quality Conformity Determination
http://www.lcog.org/aqc/default.htm
<http://www.lcog.org/aqc/default.htm>
<http://www.lcog.org/aqc/default.htm>
<http://www.lcog.org/aqc/default.htm> 

Lane Council of Governments (LCOG) posts materials for MPC meetings on
our website at http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html
<http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html>
<http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html>
<http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html> .  These postings include
agendas, minutes, and attachments.  If you no longer want to receive
notices or prefer only to receive information on a particular project,
please reply to this message with the respective request.

Below is a PDF version of this announcement: 

<<AD12_04_compressed.pdf>> 

NOTE: The following letter from ODOT requesting an amendment to the
I-5/Beltline project in the FY05-07 MTIP was received Wednesday,
December 22nd and will be added to the MPC agenda for consideration. It
will be posted to the MPC meetings website on Monday, December 27.

<<ODOT_i5_Beltine_request.pdf>> 
Petra Schuetz 
Assistant Planner 
Lane Council of Governments 
99 E Broadway, Ste. 400 
Eugene, OR  97401 
541-682-3639 
www.theMPO.org <www.theMPO.org> 
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Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization

From: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2004 8:42 AM
To: 'Chris Orsinger'
Cc: 'orsingerc@aol.com'
Subject: RE: Public Meeting Invitation RE: MPO Transportation Planning

Chris,
 
The MPC meeting is on Thursday, December 30, 11:30 am at the Springfield City Hall Library Meeting Room.  The 
website http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html, listed below, gives the agenda, materials etc.
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Orsinger [mailto:director@bufordpark.org] 
Sent: Thursday, December 23, 2004 2:33 PM
To: Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization
Subject: Re: Public Meeting Invitation RE: MPO Transportation Planning

What is the date/time/place of the meeting?   I hope it is after Jan 2, as many people will be on 
vacation the week after christmas.

Please cc your reply also to orsingerc@aol.com as I may not receive here in time.

Thank you,

Chris

Central Lane MPO Interested Parties-

You are receiving this message because you have recently shown interest in transportation planning issues in the 
Central Lane Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) area.

The Metropolitan Policy Committee (MPC)-- the decision-making body for the Central Lane MPO-- invites the 
Public to a special meeting to consider the FY2005-2007 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program 
(MTIP) and Air Quality Conformity Determination. A public hearing will be held for the MTIP.  Written testimony will 
be accepted through 5:00pm, December 28, 2004.  You can review or download an electronic copy of the draft 
documents at:

• FY05-07 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program  http://www.lcog.org/tip/default.htm 
• Air Quality Conformity Determination  http://www.lcog.org/aqc/default.htm 
• 

Lane Council of Governments (LCOG) posts materials for MPC meetings on our website at 
http://www.lcog.org/meetings/mpc.html.  These postings include agendas, minutes, and attachments.  If you no longer 
want to receive notices or prefer only to receive information on a particular project, please reply to this message with the 
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respective request.

Below is a PDF version of this announcement:

<<AD12_04_compressed.pdf>>

NOTE: The following letter from ODOT requesting an amendment to the I-5/Beltline project in the FY05-07 MTIP was 
received Wednesday, December 22nd and will be added to the MPC agenda for consideration. It will be posted to the 
MPC meetings website on Monday, December 27.

<<ODOT_i5_Beltine_request.pdf>>
Petra Schuetz
Assistant Planner
Lane Council of Governments
99 E Broadway, Ste. 400
Eugene, OR  97401
541-682-3639
www.theMPO.org

Attachment converted: FBP iMac:AD12_04_compressed.pdf (PDF /CARO) (000683C0)
Attachment converted: FBP iMac:ODOT_i5_Beltine_request.pdf (PDF /CARO) (000683C1)
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